Liposarcoma of the base of tongue and tonsillar fossa: A possibly underdiagnosed neoplasm.
Liposarcomas of the head and neck are exceedingly rare, and fewer than 90 cases have been reported in the literature. Liposarcoma of the oral cavity is an even less common entity, and to our knowledge only nine cases have been reported to date. We report the clinical and pathologic findings of a case of well-differentiated liposarcoma of the base of tongue and tonsillar fossa. The patient is a 76-year-old white man with a long-standing history of a mass in the oral cavity and hypopharynx. The mass had been resected several times over the span of 23 years, and diagnoses of lipoma, neurofibroma, mesenchymoma, and angiofibrolipoma have been rendered on different occasions. At the last admission, a polypoid mass of the left tonsillar fossa and base of tongue was resected. The tumor was multinodular and measured 2.5 cm in greatest diameter. Histologically the tumor was ill-defined with infiltrating borders and was composed predominantly of mature adipose tissue with occasional lipoblasts. A small proportion of the tumor consisted of clusters of spindle cells and pleomorphic lipoblasts. Mitotic activity was not seen. The pleomorphic cells were positive for S100 protein and negative for muscle-specific markers. Ultrastructural analysis confirmed the nature of the lipoblasts. Our case depicts the typical natural history and histologic features of liposarcoma of the oral cavity. This tumor is usually well differentiated and has a high recurrence rate and almost no tendency for metastasis. Based on our case and review of the literature, it appears that well-differentiated liposarcoma of the oral cavity can occasionally be underdiagnosed because of the low mitotic activity and long latent period between the original diagnosis and first recurrence.